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TIM CHRULSKI PROMOTED TO  

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER 
 

By Sherri Garner Brumbaugh 

One of my favorite quotes was by a great football 

coach and he said this:   

 

“Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase 

perfection, we can catch excellence.” -  Vince 

Lombardi 

 

Finding the right time to pass the baton, so to 

speak, I knew would never be perfect.  How do you pass on something you care about so 

much?  Whether a person or an adored object, giving it to someone to be responsible for 

its goodwill can be hard to do!   

 

For me, Garner Trucking, my parent’s legacy — to give to someone to manage day to day 

would require a special person, a trusted person!  I am so blessed; WE are so blessed to 

have that trusted person and his name is Tim Chrulski.  In the coming year you will get to 

learn his story about how he happened to find Garner, first to drive a truck and then 

committing to work on many aspects of the business, to learn it and now to guide it.   

 

It was my plan, several years ago, to find that special person that could lead the company 

while the next generation might find interest and prepare to continue a family legacy.  Tim 

agreed to be that person.  I have worked closely with him the last several years in 

preparation for this moment.   

 

Tim’s responsibilities will include oversight of maintenance, operations, HR and Safety.  He 

will work closely with accounting for the continued financial success of the company.  I will 

remain as President/CEO/Owner of Garner Trucking, Inc.  Mike Palte has been promoted 

to CFO, Chief Financial Officer and will continue to report to the President.  Because 

Garner is a privately and a closely held company, I will continue to be responsible for the 

purchase of future equipment.   

 

As planned, I will begin my leadership as Chairman of the American Trucking Associations 

beginning October 2020.  That position will require me, hopefully post COVID, to travel 

more with the role of representing the trucking industry.  It will be important that 

 (Sherri’s comments continued on page 2) 

2019  

FLEET ELITE 
Driver of the Year 
Buddy Sampley 

 

Rookie of the Year 
Don Hoop 

 

Fleet Elite Drivers 
Dennis Dean 

Richard Moore 

Robert Wilson 

 

Ron’s Technician  
Dale Wisniewski 

 

Garner’s Technician 
Ben Brumbaugh 

President Sherri Garner Brumbaugh & 

new COO Tim Chrulski 
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MIKE PALTE PROMOTED TO CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
By Sherri Garner Brumbaugh 

I am happy to announce the promotion of Mike Palte to Chief Financial Officer for Garner Transportation 

Group!  Mike has been with Garner for 6 years.  His background includes a Bachelor of Science in Busi-

ness Administration degree with a major in accounting from BGSU. Mike is a Certified Public Accountant.   

 

Although not a practicing CPA those skills have been a benefit to Garner and the many business entities 

under the umbrella of Garner Transportation Group.  When working with outside finance representa-

tives from banking relationships, equipment financing and Garner’s outside public accountants, Mike 

does an excellent job representing Garner’s best interests when it comes to our finances!   

 

Mike resides in Findlay with his wife Judy.  He has 3 children and is a proud grandfather of a new military enlistee, 2 middle 

school grandchildren attending Findlay City schools and 2 grandchildren attending Hardin Northern schools.   

 

Congratulations Mike and thanks for all you do for Garner the business and their employees! 

leadership is in place at Garner to cover the day to day operations.  I’m confident Tim and team are up to the task! 

 

I am also confident Tim will chase perfection and catch excellence!  He understands the Garner culture and legacy behind the 

name.  But Garner is more than a name, it is a culture of people that care about what they do.   

 

Tim has an Associates of Applied Business in Business Management Technology from Owens State Community College, 

graduating Cum Laude. He resides in North Baltimore Ohio with his wife Christine.  They have 4 children and are proud 

grandparents of 5.   

 

Join me in congratulating Tim Chrulski in his new role as Garner Chief Operating Officer! 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Mike Palte 

CFO 

REX FLETCHER PROMOTED TO OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 
By Tim Chrulski  

My responsibilities are shifting as the Chief Operations Officer for Garner Trucking. This exciting transi-
tion leaves my former position available. I am proud to announce that Rex Fletcher will be promoted 
to the position of Operations Director.    
 
Rex is a very familiar face to many.  He has been with Garner since 1987, holding multiple roles within 
the company, beginning with loading tires at Cooper Tire, followed by driving, general dispatching 
where he was responsible for developing Garner’s flatbed business.  Rex most recently held the role of 
Fleet Planner. As Operations Director, Rex’s responsibilities will include management of the Operations 
staff, managing customer service, drivers, freight volumes and will be reviewing and approving/

declining driver time off.   Drivers will go to Rex as the point person for Operations. He will handle driver input, new ideas, 
and any operational issues or concerns.   
 
Rex and his wife Melissa reside in Findlay, just celebrating 30 years of marriage.  They have two adult daughters, who re-
cently made Rex and Melissa empty nesters.   
 
I have personally worked with Rex for many years. He has been my support, and right hand, when out of the office for 
business or industry events. We have learned a lot from each other and I am confident that he will handle this new role 
with professionalism and strong leadership.   Congratulations Rex and thank YOU for taking on this new role.    

Rex Fletcher 

Operations Dir 



Rollin’  On 3 

               

Duncan 

Hike 

(2686 Trainee) 

Luther  

Lynk 

(2750 Trainee) 

Daniel 

Bishop 

(2729 Trainee) 

Walk. Run. Dance. Play.  What’s 

your move?  
 

Everyone needs physical activity to stay healthy.  But it can be 

hard to find the time in your normal routine.   Physical activity 

can make daily life better.   This month Garner’s Wellness Com-

mittee wants to encourage YOU to get more active—and start 

feeling better!    

 

Moving more can do more than help you lose weight, it can also:   

Most adults need at least some sort of physical activity.   Over time, this can help you live a longer, healthier 

life.   Take the first step.  Get a little more active each 

day.  Start with just 5 minutes a day.  It all adds up.  

Move YOUR way.  

 Lower your risk of diseases like type 2 diabetes 

and some cancers 

 Control your blood pressure 

 Stay at a healthy weight 

DID YOU KNOW?    
Garner offers up to $100 towards a gym 

membership each year to employees?   

Simply turn in your membership receipt and Garner 

will reimburse half of your membership EACH YEAR 

(up to $100 a year).    
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Have you downloaded the TMW Go!  App yet?     

 
With the TMW Go! App drivers can 

 View current pay details and pay history 

 View daily hours of service 

 View current trip information  

 View notifications when trips change  

 View available loads 

 Get instant notification when loads are uploaded or changed 

 

Available for free on both Apple and Android devices on the Google 

Play Store and the Apple App Store.  Search for TMW Go! For Drivers 
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Safety & Performance Bonus 

* The % total reflects the drivers who are paid their Safety & Per-

formance Bonus. The incident numbers reflect only those drivers 

who have lost their bonus beginning the month indicated. 

Month Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 

Warning/Citations 0 0 0 

Stability Control 0 0 0 

Hard Brakes 0 0 0 

Fuel Solutions 0 0 0 

Preventable Accidents 0 0 1 

Late Loads 2 0 0 

% Receiving Bonus* 87% 88% 88% 

 Total Bonus Paid Out  $11,655.20 $10,051.83 $13,701.50 

All safety calls need to go to  

419-427-3928.   

 

Please make this your default safety 
phone number in your phone con-
tacts as soon as possible.   

ON CALL SAFETY 

CLEAN INSPECTION 

 

Josh Mannon 

Ken Bodnar 

Lane Grover 

Alan Ward 

Clean Inspection = $75.00   

Clean HAZMAT DOT Inspection = $100.00 

Inspection Selection System: 36 

Our ISS Score indicates “PASS”  

BASICs OVERVIEW 

Based on a 24-month record ending  June 30, 2020 

 
GTG 

Rating 
Thresholds Trend 

Unsafe Driving 15% 65% 2% 

Fatigued Driving (HOS) 
12%                   

(< 3 violations ) 
65%  

Driver Fitness 0% 80% No change 

Controlled Substances 

and Alcohol 
0% 80% No change 

Vehicle Maintenance 37% 80% % 

Cargo-Related No Violations 80%  

Crash Indicator Not Available 65%  

ACCURACY COUNTS 
 
It’s understandable that some days just seem longer than 
others, more to do, more changes to the normal, just simply 
more.   As these days happen it’s important to pay attention 
and make sure that you are entering in the correct 
information into the ELD.    
 
If things are not entered correctly, it not only affects that 
load, but it could cause the system to show a driver as late or 
at the wrong destination or the information could be kicked 
back and not processed by the customer, causing delays.    
 
Please remember to double check your information and enter 
it correctly.   When entering, pay special attention to:  
 
✓ Garner Load Number 
✓ Load weight 
✓ Notate the ACTUAL time you arrive and leave a shipper/

receiver 
✓ Trailer Number 
✓ Customer ID 
 
Thank you for taking the extra time to ensure the information 
is correct the first time.   Just like that old saying “Measure 
twice, cut once,” it’s important to spend that time to double 
check the information so you know it’s right every time.   

 



Rollin’ On  

CELEBRATIONS 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
8/1 Tim Chrulski 
 
8/2 Corina Foust 
 
8/3 Mark Chester 
 Jackie Lenhart 
 
8/5 Jay Bloom 
 Matt Paul 
 
8/8 Shawn Piper 
 
8/11 Brian Loch 
 
8/12 Ben Helle 
 Anna Kuhlman 
 Brian Wildman 
 
8/17 Larry Conley 
 Wyatt Foust 
 
8/18 Roy Boykin 
 
8/22 Bryce McCaughey 
 Ray Thomas 
 
8/23 Dean Lenhart 
 
8/24 Don Hoop 
 
8/28 William Tefft 
 
8/29 Zachary Zimmerman
   

ANNIVERSARIES 
8/4 M/M REX FLETCHER 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE  
2 YEARS  
Amod Dawson 
Shawnta Dix 
Don Hoop 
 
3 YEARS 
Ben Helle 
 
4 YEARS 
Amy Oeseburg 
Jeff Piurko 
 
6 YEARS 
Mike Palte 
 
12 YEARS 
Brian Lenhart 
Jim Newsome 
 
29 YEARS 
Sherri Brumbaugh 

It was our hope by the September timeframe COVID-19 would be behind us but sadly the 

virus is still amongst us and we must continue to be vigilant with our health and safety.   

 

This year we will hold our annual meeting virtually on Saturday, September 12th.  The 

newest members of the Fleet Elite will be revealed on a Facebook live stream THAT DAY.     

 

There will still be a safety training component to 

the meeting, but it will be done in an electronic 

format and will be provided to you in the coming 

weeks.  All drivers will have a window of time to 

view the topics, respond and complete 

questionnaires.  We still must meet a 

requirement from our insurance company that 

all drivers attend and complete safety training 

two times per year.   

 

I was hopeful we could wrap the year at this annual meeting with one last opportunity to 

celebrate Garner’s 60th year in business, but COVID-19 squashed those plans!  I’m so 

thankful we kicked things off right last year at Kalahari!  It was great bringing our families 

together.  We will do it again soon! 

 

We will celebrate Driver Appreciation Week Sept 14-18 in a unique way this year too!  We 

will not serve lunch each day but we will have other items for everyone to enjoy!  I know 

there is a Best Fleets to Driver For 2020 t-shirt and Garner wearable in your future!   

 

Thank you to ALL Garner drivers, technicians, office staff for all you do every day!  I’m so 

very proud of you and your dedication to the job you do!  Please know I appreciate what 

you do, and I know our customers do too! 

Stay safe, stay well and stay Garner Strong! 

 

Sherri 

Annual Meeting is going VIRTUAL 

Have you been BEYOND THE CAB 
Don’t forget to check out all the newest episodes of Beyond the Cab, hosted by Garner’s 

own Operations Director, Tim Chrulski.   Tune in to the newest episodes to hear the stories 

of what truly goes on beyond the cab, after the brakes get set.   

 

 

 

 


