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Garner turns 60 in 2020.  
We’ll be celebrating this 
milestone throughout 
2019.   

 

 

 

 
 

The two books Vern 
always had on his 

desk:  The Bible and 
his Boy Scout 

Handbook 
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May 2019 
I’m positive that not a single driver wakes up in the morning and 
says, “I'm going to have an accident today,” “I'm going to blow a 
tire,” “I’m going to turn down the wrong road” or “I’m going to get 
a ticket for being in the third lane.”  I know that we all have the 
best of intentions that today will be a good day!  
 
We know that there will be times when bad things will happen.   
The true measure of a good driver is being prepared before they 
do. Planning for the unforeseen is essential.   
• Do you know the route you're taking today?    
• Did you take the time to really understand all the mechanical 

and compliance issues involved in doing your pre-trip and post-trip?   
• Did you fully inspect your vehicle?  
• Are you sure you know what you're looking at when you look at those brakes, 

airlines, the ABS light?  
• Are you confident that you are truly prepared to drive an 80,000-pound vehicle 

next to your loved ones on the road and still know that they are safe because 
your equipment has been fully and competently inspected by you. 

 
The trucking industry, especially within the last few years, has seen several changes to 
rules and regulations.  For all of us, it is easy to become complacent with our equip-
ment and our abilities. I encourage you to go online and read what you can about 
these changes.  There are so many free and easily readable resources available.    
 
For additional training you can also log on to the Garner website and watch the pre-
trip inspection of a tractor done by Maintenance Director James Husted. Who better 
to learn from then our maintenance technicians?  
• You will learn common issues that you may come across.   
• You will see James walk through a full pre-trip 
• You will learn how to understand what you're looking at everyday as you walk 

around your vehicle  
 
If you are unsure of your login information please contact Audrey Wingate, HR assis-
tant for help. The CVSA 2019 ROADCHECK is coming soon – DOT officers will be run-
ning a blitz on inspections for 72 hours, June 4th through 6th. This year's focus will be 
on steering and suspension, but they will still do a 37-point inspection on both you 
and your vehicle.  Are you ready? You still have time. Are you prepared?  I’m confi-
dent that you don’t just have good intentions, but are prepared and ready for the un-
foreseen.    
 
Safe Driving,  

Emma Gelacek, Safety Manager 

Emma Gelacek 
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Camerin Harrington (2649) wanted to say THANKS and Kudos to Shop 

Technicians Ben Brumbaugh and Josh Davis.  Recently, Camerin’s truck was 

broke down at the shop, and he needed to leave the following morning.  Ben 

and Josh both stayed late in order to get him moving!    Giving the extra time 

made a big difference to this driver’s start to the day.     

Garner’s Shop wanted to give an Atta Boy to 
driver Dave VanDeRyt (2726).   Dave had to 
switch out trucks to have a service done.  When 
he returned the other truck, the shop was VERY impressed with how clean it was.  Thanks, Dave 
for taking pride in your work and taking the time to make sure the truck was in good condition.   

DON’T FORGET!!!   
Everyone who gets a special 

kudos earns $5.00 in Kalahari 

Bucks!!!  You can use these to 

help pay for your room or other 

fun activities at Kalahari 

(Sandusky, OH) during the 

Annual 

Meeting , Sat 

September 

7th 

BUCKS 

Garner driver Linda Ryan (2688) wanted to give a big Thanks to Shop Technician, Ben 
Brumbaugh.  “Ben  came out on Tuesday evening after we were shut down for the night. He 
replaced the trailer slider pressure release valve. Grabbing the trailer from Marion Whirlpool, 
we realized the valve was inoperable. He saved us from a boat load of time at a repair shop in 
the morning. I am reminded every day of why choosing Garner was the right move. He truly 
went above and beyond.”  Thanks Ben for taking the initiative.  It doesn’t go unnoticed!  

Dave VanDeRyt 

Jennifer Conrad-Bass (2655) wanted to give a big kudos to 
fellow Garner driver Don Fagan (2596).  Jen recently 
switched trucks from a Freightliner to a Volvo.  It has been 
awhile since she drove a Volvo.  She was so thankful to 
Don.  He took his time and walked her through the changes 
that she would see and made sure that she was 
comfortable with everything before getting on the road.  
Thanks, Don for going the extra mile to help a fellow driver! 

An important part of Garner’s retention strategy is the Proactive Communication or the 
PC Program.   This program is a weekly outreach process where various members of staff 

personally reach out to new drivers to make sure any questions are answered and to 
ensure that all drivers know who they need to talk to with questions.  Garner President 

Sherri Garner Brumbaugh wanted to give a big THANKS to payroll’s Brad Lucius.  “Brad is 
the ‘A’ student today.  He is consistent with all of the notes he makes with the new driver 

PC program—makes my follow up much easier!”  Thanks, Brad for taking the extra time.    

Josh Davis 

Ben Brumbaugh 

Brad Lucius 

Don Fagan 
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THANK YOU THANK YOU to our drivers that have transitioned to scanning this 
year.  Accounting wanted to remind you to please scan your paperwork DAILY, 
instead of once a week.  This helps us all stay organized, get loads paid more 
efficiently and frees drivers from calls from Julie checking up on you!   
 
As always, if you have any questions please contact Julie in Accounting!   

SCANNING REMINDERS 

 

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH 
During the month of May we will focus on tools and resources to raise awareness for mental health and 

breaking the stigma.  One in Four people will suffer from some 

form of mental illness in any given year and it is up to all of us 

to raise awareness and make a difference.    

 

To help show your support and raise 

awareness for mental health, there will be 

green ribbons for sale for $1.00.  All proceeds 

raised will be donated to NAMI of Hancock 

County, a local non-profit offering mental 

health services in the Findlay community.   

HEALTHY HEART TIP 
Stay hydrated and Rethink your 
Drink!  Drinking one soda a day 
can equal an extra 25 pounds of 

weight per year.   
 

Esteban 

Fernandez 

(2729 Trainee) 

Lee  

Smith 

(Driver Trainee) 

Chuck  

Smirz 

(Driver Trainee) 

Norman  

Abbott 

(Driver Trainee) 

Tom  

Boedecker 

(Findlay Technician) 

Charlotte 

Freeman 

(Ron’s Office Asst) 
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LOWE’S  
REPORT 

 

SEE SOMETHING SAY SOMETHING 
As Drivers, you know that on the road oftentimes you are in areas and places where it is important to 
be aware of your surroundings— and if you see something—say something!   In some cases being 
aware of your surroundings can make a big difference!   
 
Recently driver Dave VanDeRyt (2726) witnessed a bank robbery!  Dave was parked at a customer for 
the night and noticed a person, dressed in black, walking through a nearby marshy area.   Police cars 
started showing up in the area as well.   Thinking that this was out of the ordinary Dave flagged down 
a cop to give them info on the whereabouts of the person that he saw running across the 
marshlands.  The police apprehended the suspect and let Dave know that the suspect had just robbed 
a bank!  Seeing something out of the ordinary and saying something to the police really made an 
impact on a potentially unsafe situation!   
 
With the rise in other unsafe activities, including things like human trafficking, it’s so important to 
remember that when you SEE something—to SAY something.  Remember, we never want you to put 
yourself in an unsafe situation.  You never know who you may be helping.    

Good Morning Sherri, 
 
I’ve never had the pleasure of meeting or speaking with you, but wanted to shoot you a quick note. I’d like 
to recognize Ed, Tim, and the rest of the Garner team for a job well done. Garner’s service and 
performance is everything I hoped for on this Detroit transition- and I believe that stems from the strong 
team we work with at Garner on a daily basis. Ed regularly calls me to check in and provide metrics, which 
is a breath of fresh air because I rarely get that from most of my carriers.  
 
In an industry where “silence is golden”, we rarely receive praise.  I appreciate every bit of positive 
feedback I receive for my team- and wanted to do the same for your team. You run a great operation there 
at Garner and I can speak on behalf of Spot and 
Southeastern Container that we’re beyond satisfied 
with Garner. 
 
Keep up the good work!  

CUSTOMER KUDOS  

3/24/19-4/26/19 LOADS LATE ON TIME % 

Hyway Trucking 156 1 99.36% 

Garner Trucking 184 0 99.06% 

Spader Freight Services 340 0 100.00% 

Roehl Dedicated  531 5 99.06% 

Cardinal Freight Carriers 971 0 100.00% 

  2182 6 99.73% 
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Safety & Performance Bonus 

Month Feb-19 Mar-19 Apr-19 

Warning/Citations 0 0 1 

Stability Control 0 0 0 

Hard Brakes 0 0 0 

Fuel Solutions 0 0 0 

Preventable Accidents 3 3 4 

Late Loads 5 2 1 

% Receiving Bonus* 92% 95% 94% 

 Total Bonus Paid Out  $11,713.94 $16653.67 $13491.18 

* The % total reflects the drivers who are paid their Safety & Perfor-

mance Bonus. The incident numbers reflect only those drivers who 

have lost their bonus beginning the month indicated. 

All safety calls need to go to  

419-427-3928.   

 

Please make this your default safe-
ty phone number in your phone 

contacts as soon as possible.   

ON CALL SAFETY 

CLEAN INSPECTION 
Amod Dawson 

Ron Flint 

Tyler Carp (x2) 

Ken Bodnar 

Markilah Perry  

Todd McKillips 

Jason Gensler 

Alan Ward 

Clean Inspection = $75.00   

Clean HAZMAT DOT Inspection = $100.00 

Inspection Selection System: 34 

Our ISS Score indicates “PASS”  

BASICs OVERVIEW 

Based on a 24-month record ending  April 30, 2019 

 
GTG 

Rating 
Thresholds Trend 

Unsafe Driving 15% 65% 3% 

Fatigued Driving (HOS) 
23%                   

(< 3 violations ) 
65% ↑2% 

Driver Fitness 0% 80% No change 

Controlled Substances 

and Alcohol 
0% 80% No change 

Vehicle Maintenance 32% 80% ↑ 

Cargo-Related No Violations 80%  

Crash Indicator Not Available 65%  

 CRITICAL EVENT VIOLATIONS 
Over the next several months Safety will be monitoring driver 
Critical Events.  These include Hard Brakes, Stability Control 
alerts and Excessive Overspeeds.    Drivers please be aware of 
these events as they occur.   Oftentimes traffic or construction 
can cause some of these events to occur.  If you do get an alert 
please contact Safety.  It is important for us to note specific cases 

in order to get an accurate 
breakdown of  these events.    
 
Remember, critical events are also 
reviewed when determining Driver 
of the Year and Drivers of the 
Quarter.    

 

June 4–6, 2019  
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CELEBRATIONS 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
5/9 Robert Downing 
 
5/11 Chris Harris 
 
5/12 Michael Geddes 
 
5/14 Matt Ritchie 
 
5/16 Andrew Fugate 
 
5/17 Justin Romick 
 
5/19 Tim Sigworth  
 
5/20 Esteban Fernandez 
 
5/22 Max Anderson 
 
5/25 Jennifer Conrad-Bass 
 
  

ANNIVERSARIES  
5/12 M/M Brian Loch 
5/29 M/M Ed McKinley 
 
 

YEARS OF SERVICE  
1 YEAR    

Alan Ward 
 
4 YEARS 
Jeff Bowman 
 
11 YEARS 
Mike Martie 
 
14 YEARS 
Tim Sherman 
 
22 YEARS 
Tim Chrulski 

APRIL WAS MOVE MORE MONTH 
 

Throughout the month of April Garner staff celebrated Move More 

Month, recognizing that healthy hearts start with moving more.    

 

HANCOCK COUNTY HEART WALK  
Staff participated in the Hancock County 

Heart Walk.  Throughout the month visitors 

and employees could purchase a “heart” to 

display.  We were able to make a $250.00 

donation to help support Healthy Hearts and 

the American Heart Association!  

 

 

 

 

MOVE MORE CHALLENGE 
Each week during the month of April Gar-

ner employees took part in the “Move 

More Challenge”.  Simply moving or walk-

ing for 30 minutes a day, 5 days a week en-

tered participants in a weekly drawing.   

 

Week One Shawn Piper (Driver Manager) won a $50.00 Dick’s Sporting 

Goods Gift Card 

Week Two Jennifer Conrad-Bass (Driver) won a $50.00 Kroger gift card  

Week Three  James Husted (Maintenance Director) won a $50.00 

Speedway gift card 

Week Four Winner:  Julie Dean (Accounting Associate) won $50.00 in 

Garner apparel  

 

The grand prize winner was Kim Fredritz (Customer 

Service Manager).  Kim won 2 Cedar Point passes!    

 

Thank YOU to all who participated and to those who 

continue to focus on moving more 

throughout the day.  Making your 

health a priority is an important start!   

Kim Fredritz 


